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In a lesson the other day I reminded p.veryone to write home once 8 week. So, tn 
set 8n example, here I go al]ain. Take no more than 2 minutes of your lliluable tirne 
to read this. 

For my heart's sake I'm still supposed to walk 1/2 hour morning and evening. So 
for our record is 2 mornin~s nnd 1 evening. Just now we walkod for ~lmost an hour 
ane did Zion ("hacer Sion lt

). The idea is to cultivate "un area" ("s~ctor," in ChiJE 
by being friendly, sociable and helpful--L1ithout any direct proselyting at first. 
Easy to do, yet hard. For example: Now I feel WH should have been unhusit8tinQly 
direct t~ith the future Relief Society president and her first counselor--two olrl~r 

ladies r1hout our aQe I.:li th lovely, pR8ceful cOLJntennrlces and friendly smi les. Also, 
we need greater skill in entering people's personal space and crumblinq · the crust 
of t hp. ir rB serve. As we returned, a .li t tle 4-ldhee 1 vehic le o 1 ike ·an P. nc losed motor­
cycle stalled at the intersection almost in front of the MTC. As the light cllanQe ~ 

and we startp.d to cross, a husky man passed by, twisting his body aLlay . s·o tJs. not to 
see a fellol;l citizen in distress. So I harl thB blessing of pushinq the thin~] acro ~-:: 

the rna ina v e n u e (EJ i 1 h a () ) i n time to be at s pee din g t r a f f i c fro rn t he 0 the r LJ C1 '! . I 
offer8d my services to helfl gE~t it going but thf~ driver declineri wi th a smile. Be­
lieve me, I ,really wanted to, iJnd bE't I could have found the problem. But can you 
see Mom, in dispair, wHtching me get my best Clothes all greasy? 

Why did the fine-lOOking young man deny m~ the flleasure of service: I had the dis­
tinct impression that he , didn't LJant to be beholden, feel oblignted to do somethinlJ 
in return. (On the other hand, maybe hR didn't ~Jnnt me to wrHck his machine, whic h 
had (') b~~uti f~l BI"1W motor.) The idea, tl1ouC]h t is not to return the favor to me hut 
to pass;~o~Ro~g elsn, t:md so on and on until kindness and · helpfulness reverbe-;;te 
around the world. Uith greater skill, as taught in our new MTC materiAls, I might 
have overcomE; his reticp.nce and we could hBVf~ <)l~COme eternal friends. f\nyl:J8y, I 
'JJAS l'Jei1!'inC] my plnCi1 (rwmf~ tag) flnd I think hr '.: knr:w I ldaB 8 rninsionnry. In Argnn­
ti na thF~ "Zion" proqrC31n LJC3S qui te successful :t n sOllie ,]rf!RS. Oh, I forgot the part 
ahout our missionaries. Wi thout our knOt.ding it, a group of them had been wRtching 
from a sGcond-storv uJindow. l!.Jhen W8 came dOlJJn the sideualk they started cheering 
and appl~urling, harpy to see their president set an example. (Or wp.re they app1C3u d 
ing Mom, becCl,use of ·t ·heir ·love for her?)" 

Every time we ec3t a nec'tarine tde think of Ann~, since she likes them s~) much. We 
t h ink a lot of Annn! l:Je think of Anna Cl lot! ' ! day as we knel t to pray, I thouq 
of HaWnI'd, mv dad, and how he would pray for eve ryone by name. It's just not the 
same to gener31ize and say "our children," II ur grandchildren." So I prnVRd, "Te 
damos graciiJs par John, Marjei1n., uJRndy, AnnH, Tr:resa, Carolyn y Alicn" and we both 
had to wipe mJay our· tears. As soon os we can !]8t enough boxes of KleenF.~x, lJJ 8' 11 
name 811 of (Jur grandchildren, brothers 2lnd sistnr s nnd in-laloJs et 81. LJe're so 
thankful for all of you! ' 

Yes~Rrday l:Je practir.~d making el rrimor contacto (first contact). In the Provo t"iTC 
the missionari~s have · to simulate it, suitching tho ro l~s o~ contact nnd mission~rv 
In Santiago, with its 4 million inhahitants, we rlo t . o real thing. Merrill harl to 
I:.rash our clothes. I WI1S eClgp.r to mC1k p. firf>t cont2C .:r· r ight slong 1;11 th the othnrs 
(noborlv mr.n t innpd thp. ldord "fo]lp.tr;n r"--trLlct1.ng) \ln r~ 3 130 hnd tn tnkn [lrler [rjuino 
and his wheel chnir in th8 van. I reC111y drivr. scare . Buenos Airp.s blas wors8, bu} 
given my precious carf10 (11 others J·ammp.d in with r"l.-l0r r ' Pond the fact +. . ' : .. 

- • J '- LJ ~ -f]u lno) 



I heV8 no nriv2r's lic~n~)e (hcHi to seno off our -UtBh licensns to gP.t int8rn~tional 
ones), I drove fC3r too sloLJly Rnd cr:lutiously--mc:3king m~~ a vp.ry danl]ernlJs driver 
hr~rp.. WhE-~n [-Ie ilrr .ivr:d ~t [1l1r "sHctnr" I IJj'l~j nfisillnr~d R ynunC] cOIflf)nnion, Just 15, 
fro m t 11 e Q IJ i n t (] r J (J r In (] 1 U tn' r~, and 0 f f LJ e It.J r-? n t . 0 R V i dis a rna zing. U hat a k nou 1 B n 9 e 
of the scriptures for so~eone his age! Surprisingly, c:3t eV8ry dnor, he was too 
ti mid to Sp8 ak fi rst, but once l;Je gr.t started you'd thi nk he th 'oLJqht he L!aS the 
sen i 0 r com fl ani. 0 n . B n · f [1 r p. 0 u r fir s t door, I f 81 t r1 1 itt 1 e tim i c1 too, b I J t the n -J 
rpmemherud uJhat I'm f11U(,lVS tolling the missionnries: "TherA is no fer1r in love: 
but flerfect love casteth out fer3r" (1 John 4: 12) . So if Ld8' re scareo, it's t,Je-
cause our love is f8r from rerfect. I ri[J love these reople Clnd, tJesicies, tractin~ 
is ~hallenging ann fun, esnecially if you try to use a oifferent anproRch At ev~ry 
dnor. Th2re /-Ire SD r.1nnV possibili tip.s! LJi~1h there W()s tirrlp. to ciescr~be a c[luplr? 
of novel techniQU8S I '~mplovr.;d this time. AnVI.JRV, not 8 drnr LJ2S slammRd in (1ur 
faces ("narices"--r.osp.s/nnstrils, in Spnnish), 8\[~r\/One listem:d fnr at le2st five 
minutes nnd ItJ[l !lot invi t£::d in and invi tpd back. Onp. cnmp8nionBhip 'Got 12 ref~r-
r dIs, b P. ? tin gus b V f n r, but t h 8 nth ~ y 0 b v i 0 LJ S I 'I c C l J 1 0 n 't h a \/8 ~3 fl Ant a s rl1 U C h t i r.1 R 
uith 8i=lch cont8ct as UP. din. r~r1turally, thinqs r1on't allJJt3\!fl ~[~ that I.:Jel1 out 

- J4:3-B-l-pe-A-ArlO DUP.TtEtS IL
- (-knockinq doors) I hut Chi18 is spRcic3l. Lr}~3t month the 

missionaries in the Vitia oE~l r~ar r~i~3r:inn tJC1rtiz8rl rlore than 12rl[l pp.rsons. 

Feb. 7. Lest niflht lJ8 had 'the fRrRLJell mr;etinl] for our very first, febulous, 
group, Nn. 184. What Rn emotional drain, sa'ling Qoodhye to the first of anprox. 
48 groups that we'll have! All of them want8rl us to write something in their 
notebook and Mp.rrill and I loved doing it but I was exhausted by the tIme Loio were 
through. r~OIJ.i lue hc-3ve ahout Gn missionari8s to preflare for cHl(j our f8cili ties 2re 
inGriequ?tc. I)r;' 11 h("lV8 to squee78 more rlouhlp. hunks intn the elders' section 
and put som~ in the sisters I stud" arPn, mnving thf; tables out. There's not 
enough h[Jt ldc3tp.r for 1/3 th;:: t numbp.r :~nd not nPHrly enough toilets Rnd ShOLJe:'s. 
Cur r:lr]~n cl?ssroom is much ton small so lJJe'll ha~J.e -to use the ChlJrch employeRS' 
con fer t~ n C s:: roo r.l • 

I'vp. had to srend hours--Rverv free rnomf~nt--updrjtinQ i-lnd anjusting our schedule 
to confnrm to the n~~L'J uni form program for HTCs evp.rYLtJherp. (norJ1G in numher). 1'1-
thou'lh there are only five · new lessons, there is a much gr.eater emphasis on pr2c­
ticing the discLJssinns, increasing the time spent on this from 12 hours (h2re) to 
23. Total study hours r:~maif1 the same, tJJith some topics receiving less time nOLJ. 
HOI'JB VB r, to be fJ ffnc t i vP., di scuss ion prac t i CB S houl d toke fll aC8 inC] rouJls nn 
1 (=l r ~ e r t, 1 H~ n 1 2 • 1, ) F; h LJ \J 8 t h r e 8 0 t h r; r s rn llll c 1 (=l ~3 S r nom s, un use d b 'I LJ S t h LJ S f ~ r . 
T h r~ n r [] tJ 1 r:; m i Ei t h d t tJ f ~ d n n 't h (1 vet e [3 c her s tor (J r m s r; r d rat e Q r () u r s • T h P. tt t.J 0 

mission presidents, Srlf:t~_ 3go r'Jorth, Santir~go South, will lend us some experi~nced 
mission~ries to h8lfl nut. 

Fnr Ollr first Qrpufl LJe h~d the hp.lp of 1[1 vollmteers, most teRching onl,! onp. cl~ss 

2 n don] V b 10 2 S sis tin ~J ltl i t h dis c us sin n Il r 8 c tic e • The V r 8 c e i ve no f18 y h II t ? r ~ r 8 -

imburspd for hus or SUtJl'JR'/ f;~re. ~1ost IJre superb te~r,h~rs and l!Je' rp, over joved to 
have thnm. One just got married and is moving tn San Diego CA. MRrriIl is par-
ticularly grateful to Hnn. ACOSt8 for her !lelp with the Sunday sisters' meeting 
(same time as nri8sthooo meeting for the elejers) F3nd I , .. i th classes uhich are rrlore 
or Ie s s h 8 r I' 8 S P 0 n s i hi 1 i t \1 as" 18 f1 r n s i ci e n t a . II H n (]. P. cos t H jus t fin ish e d her 
mission (Santingo r~(H't:l) <1nci unfortunately ld'.ll nrobablv hove a full-timp job 
I;..li thin a sllOrt time. somp-Iof our teC1c!lers can come during the afternoon, whc.n us 
neerl them most, hut others arp. 8vaiInrJle -onlV on SIJnrnV or in thR eveni·ng. 

nur situation :,~minds m~ of a sign, in E:n~lish, that LJe sal:J in 8 second-story 
windollJ [1f ~ schnol one ri8Y: IIHrLP!" Up-'ll mr)ke it this time, UP. have no doubt, 
but if our grouns keep C]8ttinq larger, some ch 2noes l:Jill have . to be made. For 
onR thing, uJ8'11 need t)iQg~r, : +.ronCJer hearts. They've 8lrnost burst uJith joy 
air earl V fro m be i n 9 LJ i t h n ~ [ I C r ' j ; fl211 P r 9 r 0 u fl 0 f jus t ~ L •• 

Ever-loving ~10m ~flrl Di=ld I r-1p.rrill p, LJ f~nn8l1 


